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rThe Conning Tower

PETER'S LATEST: SOUTH OF BOSTON.
By Our Own RosERT FROST.*

When the sun's hot, Peter, who cuts my grass,
stands in the shadow somewhere, lights his pipe,
Spits down the breese, and lets the long thoughts pass
l.eisurely through the labyrinth of his soul:
“Them melons-a yours ought-a be gettin' ripe,
“Mr, Dodd," hesays . . . “But say—/! The ones I stole,
“Forty years back, from ol' Bud Harmon! Them
“Was melons! Them was days! Say, lis'n here:
“You swear by Golden Bantam an' Little Gem!
“Why, you never et such corn as he could raise,
“01' Bud! His wife was English—she called it ‘maize'!
“Why, honest, Mr. Dodd, there ain't an ear
“In that patch of yours that's half g0 big or swect

1

“As ol' Bud Harmen give his pige to eat!

“Lee Wison Dodd

Wh
pot know, because we didn’t read anything about it in yesterday's
papers. But we do know, because we did read about it in yester-
day's papers, that the crack in the Liberty Bell—the crack, we
pave 8 notion, is better known than the bell—has not widened one

usandth of an inch since the Bell left Philadelphia for San
5. This is on the authority of James J, Quirk, one of whose

Franc

duties it is to measure the aperture twice a day. If we ever should
be compelled to work—reason grows dizzy at the notion!—we think
we'd as soon be a measurer of bell-eracks as anything else. The
profession is not, we imagine, overcrowded and there should be a
chance for an ambitious man fo rise in it.

OUR OWN TRAYELOGUES
On board the warm ship Finland:
I've secret information
That she was builded inland
For Polar exploration.

The heaving Caribbean
Has put an extra roll on;
Then, raise a happy pwean!—
We'll soon cool off at Colon.
I now understand why the pirates who infested this sea had

sitions.

such nasty di

Cristoon], Canal Zone

it Macon, Ga.'s, average annual rainfall was in 1874 we do

USELESS COUNTY |
 RULE COSTS CITY
MILLIONS YEARLY

Thirty Departments Doing
Work of Six, Bruere
Tells Convention.
SYSTEM NOW WASTES
$1,000,000 IN SALARIES

Single District Attorney and
One City and One County
Clerk Recommended.

{ County government in New York
| City, persisting only by reason of pri-
lvntv politieal interest, is an anachron-
ism and an unnecessary appendage to
| the munieipality. This is the opinion
| expressed by City Chamberlain Henry
Hruere and Comminsioner of Accounts
Leonard M. Wallstein in a study of
the county government which they have
prepared for the Constitutional Con-
vention, and a copy of which they have
algo submitted to Mayor Mitchel
County government was devised be-
fore the existence of large cities, their
report says, and has been the favorite
field of partisan politics and special
legislation. In fifteen years its cost
has increased 90 per cent, and an ef-
fective reorgan zation would save more

than $1,000,000 each year in salaries
alone.

As proof that the county government
{s unnecessary, the officiala point out
that the work of six departments is
duplicated in each of the five counties,
| 80 that thirty departments are now do-
|ing the work of six.

| forth as an additional burden upon tax-
payers, who are now compelled upon
| each $1,000 of property to pay for

The ereation of Bronx County is set |

BRADY THEA
PLAN BIG SEASON

Grace George Begins
Career as Manager at
Playhouse Sept. 20.

MANTELL TO HEAD
“HENRY VIII"” REVIVAL

De Wolf Hopper Will Return
from Movies and Star in a
New Opera.

Inereased amctivity in the preducing
fleld is to be noted in this season’s
plans of William A. Brady, which were
made public yesterdsy. The most im-
portant venture will be at the Play-
house, where Miss Grace George . .s
been installed as manager. She plans
to open the theatrs on September 20
with “The New York Idea,” by Lang-
don Mitchell, and will change the bills
frequently during the season.

Miss George has jyst closed by cabla
with Kenneth Douglas, last seen in
New York in “A Pair of Silk Stock-
ings,” to play the George Arliss role
in the opening production, and Con-
way Tearle and Mary Nash will also
be members of the cast.

The Forty-eighth Street Theatre will
be opened on September 15 with & new
play by Charles Kenyon, the author of
“Kindling." This is being produced
in association with Arthur Hopkins,
and the piece, as yet unnamed, de.'s
with a phase of the marriage relation.

“Ruggles of Red Cap," & dramatiza-
tion by Harrison Rhodes of Harry
Leon Wilson’s story, will be produced
out of town by Mr. Brady on Septem-

ber 14, with Ralph Herz as Ruggles |

and Leurance D'Orsay as the Honor-
able George. The play will have an
early New York presentation.

In association with the Shuberts and

]
| Williamsburg Trade to Stop!
|  for Benefit Ball Game.

To increase the building fund for the |
new Williamsburg Hospital, which is |
to replace the present structure at Bed-
ford Avenue and South Third Street,
Williamaburg, there will be a “Will-
jamsburg Day” in that part of the city
on Wednesday. Many factories will|
shut down at {o'clock p. m, 5o the em-
ployes can attend the baseball game be-
tween the Brooklyn and Chicago teams
for the benefit of the hospital.

Every organization in Williamsburg
is taking part in the movement. Soclety
women in Brooklyn have sold msny
tickets for the benefit of the fund. The
new hospital is to be built at Driggs
Avenue and South Ninth Street, on
]:,;-o erty given by the heira of the late

illiam Dick, the sugar magnate.

lREPORTS 'AMERICANS SAFE

}Armenia.n Says None Has
| Died There as Result of War.

| Tiflis, Aug. 15—Dr. Kochadur Bona-
|part|m, an Armenian physician and

| surgeon, who has escaped to the Rus-|
sian lines after serving for ten months
with the Turkish army, brings reassur-
ances that no American missionary is
known te have died in Armenia as a
result of the war.

He believes that during the first three
| months of the year there were prob-
ably two thousand deaths a day from |
| disease alone among the Turkish sol- |
diers and civilians, and he said that
Turkish lorses from all eauses since the
war hegan might be as high as 800,000
| Aside from this, food and ammunition
supplies were growing so seant that he |
| doubted that the Turks could offer ef- |
| fectual resistance against the Russians. |
He said they did not appear to have any
large strategic plan, but contmted|
themselves with delaying the present
advances and threatening the Russian |
left flank north of the Lake of Van.

PAPAL DELEGATE

e

IN CITY CHURCES

Rig Attendance Gains in
Spite of Absence of
Foreign Preachers.

STREET AND TENT
MEETING INCREASE

Christian Leaders Believe War
Influence Has Stirred Re-
ligious Spirit.

Counts made during July and three
Sundays in August, including yester-
day, show that summer attendance in
New York's leading churches is breaks
ing all records for the last few years.
Clergymen regard this condition as

| mest remarkable in view of the fact
| that the European war has deprived

pulpits of foreign preachers. For the
first time in a generation, most New
York churches have been in charge of
American clergymen in summer. It
appears that the change has been #e-
ceptable to the church-going popula=
tion,

Ushers at Trinity Church, far down-
town, estimate that Sunday congrega-
tions have run from 600 to €00, twenty
per cent sbove the average. Attends
ance at the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian
Church has jumped from 500 to 1,000,
rumbers in advance of any summer at«
tendance since the Rev, Dr. G. Camp-
Lell Morgan's special Bible expositions
severa]l years ago. Bishop MeCormick,
of Grand Rapids, has been attracting
congregations of 500 to 700 at St. Bar-
tholomew's Church, Madisor Avenue
and Forty-fourth Street,

Twenty-five per cent increase in at-
tendance is reported at street and tent
meetings held by the Evangelistie

give way to speakers on the Bible at

GREETS CATHOLICS | committes ctern Sociaiists have to

Madison Square and other centres of
open air debating.

American Federation Opens|“'[ . icrs in Christian work ssy thad

Annual Convention in Toledo

these growths in attendance are due
in part to the influence of the war on

with Big Parade. | this country. The European confliet

has set people to thinking. Another

Toledo, Aug. 15.—With a Pontifical | reason is found, the leaders say, in &

natural reaction from non-church at-
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